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Senettors,

loclay I am letn:::ring Jtìnr:oll<;cl Senate jlill 8gg to )'ou without my aplrroval, During au
especiaìly ini;ense pei'iocì. of tliis ¡ranclemic, as L-he nunrì:er of new cascs $rel.e ,sur,ging torvalcl
out firsü peak and we facecl the ve'y real possil:iLity of or.u. hos¡ritals being o\¡er,r.Llr, I
invokecl speciaL liability pr:otec0ions f'ol celtain health car.e pr:oviclers. 'lhe logislature
cteatecl these plotections ttttclet strbsectio:r (a) of sectic¡n 11 of Lhe llmerge¡cy l\llanageme't
Act of 1976, L9?6 PA 390, iVICL 30,4l.l.(rÐ. Acr:orcli.ng to this ¡:r.ovisj.on, these protectio¡s
ap1:ly jf the goveuìoì: ìtas cleclared a st¿rte of clisaster. ancl the ireal[h cale provicler offers
selvices at Lhe "expt'ess or: jmplied reqnest" of the govel'nor.. I macle this r:àquest on Nlalch
29, 2020 thlough Exectttive Oldel 2020-30; r'enervecl i1; on Apr:i1 26, 2020 tlirough lJxecrrtive
Orcler 2020-61; ancl rcscinclecl the request on July 'I3,2020 thr:ough Executive Or.cler. Z0zO-
150.

'llo tho extent the availability of these liability proùections have been re¡clelecl q¡estionablc
duling the tirne peliod thosc¡ olcl.ers r,vere in effect, ít is onì.y beca¡se thc ¡rajo'iLy in both
houses of the legislature have re fused to lecognize bhis once-in-a-Iifeti¡re global parrclemjc
for u'hat i.t is: an errret'gency. SB 899 is an attempt to mop up one consequence of l[at
failule.

If this bill only abternptecl to lestole the pr:otectjons I offereci u¡cler ¡ry orclers, I rvo.1cl
corrsiclel signing it. Ilut bhe bill goes rnuch fulLÌre¡: in ways that a¡c ctii'ectly çgunter. to the
interests of those leceiving cale. Jlo:: exarrrple, thÍs bill woulcl givc fiealth cat,e provicle's a.c1
the faciiities that employ thetn broad ir¡mu¡rity every tir¡e ân ernclge¡cy or, clisastel is
cleclaÌecl, regarclless of ivl:ether the cilcur:rstances clemancl this ext¡e¡re nìeasurc. Äpe.-sorr
receiving treatment at a hospital ol a re sident in a nnrsjng home woulcl be powerless bo
seel< r'elief rvhen theS' a¡s har.mecl iu any but the most egregjons cases.

Iì'ol this ancl othcr reâ.sorls 1 veto this l¡ill.

" Gi'e
Govclnor

!Vhiturel


